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JED RIFFE FILMS + ELECTRONIC MEDIA RECEIVES GRANT AWARD FROM
CALIFORNIA COUNCIL FOR THE HUMANITIES

 (BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA) – The California Council for the Humanities has recently
announced that the documentary film Ripe For Change has been awarded $10,000 in the
second round of Public Engagement grants as part of its acclaimed California Documentary
Project.

The California Documentary Project (CDP) provides grant support to film, radio and new
media projects that document the California experience and explore issues of significance to
Californians. The CDP Public Engagement program supports activities to extend the reach
and impact of Council-funded media productions that deepen understanding of subjects of
relevance to Californians.

Ripe For Change examines the agricultural crisis in California contrasting the parallel worlds
of large-scale agriculture and genetic engineering with organic, sustainable and local
agriculture. Originally broadcast nationally on PBS in 2006, Ripe For Change provides
revolutionary insight into the food industry in California and offers solutions to many of the
issues facing agriculture today. Using the California Council for the Humanities Engagement
grant, Jed Riffe Films + Electronic Media is releasing a new DVD version of Ripe For Change
that contains the film, an abridged version of the film, five short video modules on topics of
interest, and a discussion guide. Workshop gatherings will be held in San Francisco, Fresno,
and Los Angeles to “train the trainers” and distribute information about how to use the film for
educational programming for consumers, farmers, students and farmworkers.  Each
participant will also be given the necessary materials to successfully utilize Ripe For Change
as a digital tool for education and change.

Working with filmmaker Jed Riffe and the project’s fiscal sponsor OUR L.A. to implement the
Ripe For Change engagement program are three highly regarded California authors David
Mas Masumoto (“Epitaph for a Peach”), Richard Heinberg (“The End of Growth”) and Robert
Gottlieb (“Food Justice”).

 “With our state’s incredible diversity, fostering communication and connecting people to a
range of ideas is vital for our general welfare,” said Ralph Lewin, president and CEO of the
California Council for the Humanities. “Our grant enables awardees to pursue the important
work of engaging new audiences in conversations around stories of significance to
Californians.”

Through its California Documentary Project, the Council has granted over $2.7 million to
projects since 2002. The California Council for the Humanities is an independent non-profit
organization and a state partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities. For more
information on the Council, please visit www.calhum.org.


